Research Methods


Research Report 
· Topic: Sex education



General instructions:
· You must complete a research report respecting all social science research standards.
· The Research Report will be an individual project (i.e. cannot be done in a group). 
· You must collect data, and base their report on a Case Study:
· You relied on arguments to build your hypotheses in the analysis of academic sources. In this assignment, you look for data on the same population (your case) in order to test if your hypotheses were correct.
· A case study requires in-depth knowledge of a specific event (happening to a specific population in a specific location at a specific time). Accordingly, you will use at least four sources (two academic and two non-academic) providing you detailed information on the same population. You organize this data in order to test your hypotheses. 

· While you can still change your research topic, your research question and hypothesis, it is recommended that you keep the same topic, research question and hypothesis from previous assignments this course.
Format:
· The research report should be in Times New Roman or Arial 12-point font and double-spaced.
· The research report should be 1200-1500 words excluding the abstract, cover page, the bibliography and the (possible) appendices.
· Proper APA in-text citation rules must be used each time you quote or paraphrase in the body of your report.
· You must also include a bibliography (on a separate page) at the end of your report where ALL SOURCES are documented in reference-list-style APA formatting. See the following website for APA guidelines: https://library.concordia.ca/help/citing/apa.php 
· Using headings and subheadings to identify the different sections and subsections of your report.
· Add the page numbers (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jSa_U33yawI)
Sections
Cover page
Must respect the APA guidelines.
Abstract (1 Paragraph)
On a separate page, the abstract is a 100-word overview of the entire report. Identify the topic of the report, the hypothesis, quick overview of methodology, and the conclusion (whether hypothesis should be retained or rejected). *Write this last*.
Introduction (1/2 Page)
This should start with an introductory statement that catch the reader’s attention. You then introduce your general topic and why we should care about your topic. This is followed by your research question, hypothesis/hypotheses and the division of the rest of the paper. 
Methodology (1/2- Page)
Repeat the research question and the hypotheses you wrote in your analysis of academic sources. Describe the case you selected and explain why you selected that case. Finally, list the main sources of information for this case. 
Body (2–3 pages)
Analyze your research topic in the selected case. Your goal here is to test the validity of your hypotheses relying on an in-depth analysis of the social phenomenon you studied (your topic) in this specific case. Each subsection should test a specific hypothesis. Use introductory paragraphs to explain the goal of a given subsection and how it helps to test one your hypothesis. You must use at least four peer-reviewed and two popular sources in this. Be sure to using subheadings so that the reader can follow the logical division of your analysis.
Conclusion (1–2 Paragraphs)
Remind the reader of your research question and hypotheses. State if, following your comparative analysis, you reject or validate your hypotheses. Summarize the main points from the body of your research report. Conclude by writing how your research should lead to new research or to changes in public policies.
References
APA style formatted list of all sources consulted in the report on its own page.
Appendices
Include here any figures, pictures or additional data that was not included in your research report but is still useful for readers. You can refer to these elements in your report using titles (Example: See figure 1)
Figure 1. New Zealand Unemployment Rate
[image: http://library.canterbury.ac.nz/services/ref/images/passport_gmid.jpg]
Note: Youth unemployment rate vs. total unemployment rate: 2006–2011. Youth unemployment rate refers to the unemployed population aged 15–24 years old (Adams & Matthies 2010, p.62).
[In the text…] As Figure 1 shows, the youth unemployment rate has risen from 9.9% to 17.7%…

	[bookmark: _Hlk500232203]Research Report Rubric (on 25)

	Ideas, Arguments, Evidence
	10    9     8
	7     6     5 
	4     2     0

	· Presents complex, well-developed ideas and relevant insights
· “Backs up” statements with strong evidence/examples
· Portrays sources accurately 
	Meets all criteria at high levels
	Meets some criteria; uneven
	Meets few or no criteria

	Organization & Clarity
	5     4.5     4
	3.5    3     2     
	1.5     1     0.5   

	· Clearly identifies all required manuscript sections 
· Each section contains the necessary material
· Has logical, easy-to-follow structure 
	Meets all criteria at high levels
	Meets some criteria; uneven
	Meets few or no criteria

	APA Conventions
	5     4.5     4
	3.5    3     2     
	1.5     1     0.5   

	· Follows in-text citation rules 
· Follows References section rules
	Meets all criteria at high levels
	Meets some criteria; uneven
	Meets few or no criteria

	Style & Mechanics 
	2     1.8    1.6
	1.4     1.2     1     0.8
	0.6     0.4     0.2     0

	· Has clear, concise, and adequately developed sentences
· Has graceful and grammatically correct sentences
· Uses strong and accurate vocabulary
· Uses formal academic tone
· Use topic sentences and partial conclusions throughout the text
	Meets all criteria at high levels
	Meets some criteria; uneven
	Meets few or no criteria

	Requirements
	3     2.8    2.6
	2.4     2     1.5
	1     0.5    0

	· Has at least 4 peer-reviewed sources
· Has at least 2 popular sources
· Meets required length 
	Meets all criteria at high level
	Meets some criteria; uneven
	Meets few or no criteria
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